
Open Hearts… 
 

Seeking Refreshment 



Opening Prayer 
Lord, it is night… 



We Bring Who We Are 
and What We Have 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Stone Soup 



Prayer (in unison) 
Leader: Let us pray. 

Transforming God, we come with 
what we have: for some it is 
gladness;         for some it is grief. 

And so we offer you joy and broken 
hearts, and in so offering, we 
discover your love for us all. 



 

Creating God, we come with what 
we have: 

knowing our melody will find 
harmony in our many voices 

and that, as we accept your love for 
us, we will more deeply love one 
another. 



Sustaining God, we come with what 
we have. 

Weighed down by too many 
'shoulds’ and 'what-ifs,’ we lay down 
our burdens of guilt and shame. 

As we are loved by one another, we 
discover anew your love for us. 



Strengthening God, we come with 
what we have. 

As we seek, we know our questions 
are safe in your presence and will 
lead us into deeper relationship and 
mission. 

And so, we offer who we are and 
what we have to your “stone soup” 
kingdom plan, trusting our gifts will 
blend and grow in your presence. 
Amen 



Song 
 



We Bring our Need for 
Healing and Wholeness 
 

Reading: John 4:7-11 

A Samaritan woman receives      
living water 



Reading: The Fountain,  
by Denise Levertov 



 
 Water is poured over the stones as the leader 

says,  

 

May God lead you by still waters. 

may Christ sustain you with living water,  

and may the Holy Spirit well up within you 

and give you peace. 

Amen. 



Song – Down by the River  
to Pray 

As I went down in the river to pray 

Studying about that good old way 

And who shall wear the starry 
crown 

Good Lord, show me the way! 



O sisters, let's go down, 

Let's go down, come on down 

O sisters, let's go down 

Down in the river to pray 



As I went down in the river to pray 

Studying about that good old way 

And who shall wear the robe and 
crown 

Good Lord, show me the way! 



O brothers, let's go down 

Let's go down, come on down 

Come on, brothers, let's go down 

Down in the river to pray 



As I went down in the river to pray 

Studying about that good old way 

And who shall wear the starry 
crown 

Good Lord, show me the way! 



We Take Up the  
Yoke of Ministry 

Reading: Matthew 11:28-30 

Jesus invites us to take up his 
yoke. 



Reflection 
My Yoke is Easy 



Time for Reflection  
and Silent Prayer 

Places have been set up around 
the room to provide a focus for 
prayer. 

  

Musical offerings by Acacia 



Symbolic elements are brought 
forward as we sing, Holy is Your 
Name 

 

My soul is filled with joy 

as I sing to God my Saviour: 

You have looked upon your servant, 

You have visited your people. 



Chorus: 

And holy is your name  

through all generations! 

Everlasting is your mercy  

to the people you have chosen, 

and holy is your name. 



I am lowly as a child, 

but I know from this day forward 

that my name will be remembered, 

for all will call me blessed.  



 

And holy is your name  

through all generations! 

Everlasting is your mercy  

to the people you have chosen, 

and holy is your name. 
 



I proclaim the pow’r of God, 

You do marvels for your servants; 

Though you scatter the proud-
hearted 

And destroy the might of princes.  



And holy is your name  

through all generations! 

Everlasting is your mercy  

to the people you have chosen, 

and holy is your name. 
 



To the hungry you give food, 

send the rich away empty. 

In your mercy you are mindful 

of the people you have chosen.  



And holy is your name  

through all generations! 

Everlasting is your mercy  

to the people you have chosen, 

and holy is your name. 
 



In your love you now fulfill 

what you promised to your people. 

I will praise you, Lord, my Saviour, 

everlasting is your mercy.  



And holy is your name  

through all generations! 

Everlasting is your mercy  

to the people you have chosen, 

and holy is your name. 
 



Closing Prayer 

We thank You, Generous God, 

for the grace that is represented in all 
we possess. 

You have filled our lives with 
abundance and we thank You; 

May we be Your channels of blessing 
to those in need. 

 



You have given us friends and 
families, colleagues and companions 
along the way 

who have rekindled our light  

when it was a dimly-burning wick, 

and so we thank You; 

may we be friends of the friendless 

and companions to the lonely. 
 



You have given us this community 

to strengthen our faith and help us to serve 
You well; 

You have given us others to help shoulder 
the load and lighten our burdens. 

You invite us to yoke ourselves to You 

and asked us to trust in Your strength, 

when ours grows faint.  
 



May we be faithful followers and       
co-workers with you and one another, 
sowing the seeds of Your Kingdom     
in this world. 

 



Receive our thanks and receive our 
prayers, 

and let Your grace flow through us  

and all who share life’s journey with us, 

into the lives of others.  

For Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

 - Adapted from John van de Laar, Sacredise 

 



We Are Offered a New 
Way to See God’s World 

Reading: Jeremiah 29:11-12 

God has plans for us… 



Story – The Spyglass 



Blessing 

 

A Blessing for Easter by Jan 
Richardson 



Song 
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